St. Clair County R/C Propbusters
Model Aviation Club
Goodells, Michigan
A.M.A. Charter Club #1762

February 2009

Inside this issue:
•

Ed O covers the News Years Fly for the sane people who stayed in where it was warm….

•

Jack DeLisle continues his winter adventures in Florida with his T-28….

•

Updated Classifieds section….

•

Check out “What’s Happening” thru-out 2009….

About the Propbusters:
• Club Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month, 7:00pm at the Community Center Building, Goodells County Park. During the Summer months, weather permitting, meetings are held at the field.
• Club Breakfast is the first Saturday of each month, 9:00 at Cavis Pioneer Restaurant on Lapeer Rd. West of Wadhams
Rd. Flying afterwards.
• The Propbusters R/C flying Club is located at the Goodells County Park, 8345 County Park Drive, Goodells MI 48027.
The flying field is just West of Castor Rd. - off the parks East parking lot . The general location of the park is South of
Lapeer Rd.-about 10 miles West of Port Huron. Our map coordinates are 42° 59' 02" N - 82° 39' 02" W
• Come and join us! Club Meetings and Breakfast are open to everyone. If you are an experienced pilot, or just thinking
about getting into R/C, come check us out.
Our Executive Board:

Safety Officer:
Mike Grant

President:
Carl Jones
cajones020@comcast.net

Field Marshall:
Tom Nichols

Vice-President:
Sheila Olszewski 810-367-6367
proptreas@comcast.net

Instructors
Ed London
Ed Olszewski

Secretary & Newsletter Editor:
Doug Donner Jr 810-614-6890
ddonner@sccpropbusters.com

810-325-1362
810-367-6367

2009 Membership: 58

Treasurer:
Ed Olszewski 810-367-6367
proptreas@comcast.net
For the Latest-Greatest Information, Schedule, Photos, Announcements. Go to :
WWW.SCCPROPBUSTERS.COM

Directors:

Webmaster:
Keith Graham keith@sccpropbusters.com
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January Meeting Minutes
January 14, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 with (8) members and no guests present. Gary/Doug Sr. made a motion to accept
the secretary’s report as read by Doug Jr. Motion passed. A motion was made by Gary/Doug Sr. to accept the treasurer’s
report as read by Ed O. Motion passed.
Old business:
• News Year First Fly: about (6) people braved the cold. One pilot had a slight mishap.
• Current membership: 58 members.
New business:
• Budget: should be presented at next meeting.
• Pond Update: Per Gary Wilkerson (told by Sheila), an agreement to fly at the pond next summer is close at hand. The
$100.00 rental fee mention by the new owners would only be needed if planning a large event. For normal use, only
the insurance would need to be paid for by the clubs flying. This is about $20.00 per club.
• Gary Smedes had (4) items to bring up as new business:
1. Question about the meeting minutes – “vendors complaining about start times” – Ed O explained the time overlap of buyers and sellers; sellers still setting up as buyers were going thru. Thought brought up:
• Early set-up? No, we can’t get in till 8:00 AM.
• 8:00 AM set-up and 9:00 AM Swap start?
• Better enforcement of start times?
2. Motion to move $1,000.00 into Equipment Fund. 2nd by Sheila. Motion passed
3. Gary asked why he is shown as Safety Officer. Mike Grant should be listed as Safety Officer.
4. Proposed the expenditure of Equipment Fund monies to be at the descression of the executive board with input
from the lawn maintenance crew. There would be no need to ask for a club vote as the money is allowed to be
used on equipment only. A discussion of the pros and cons ensued.
• Question was asked: “Why have (2) separate accounts?” – Per Ed O, for accounting purposes, to show
what the money is used for.
• It was decided to leave as-is
• Items for a club vote (e.g. replacement of the tractor) will be placed in the club newsletter prior to the
meeting that the vote will take place.
• Dates in the newsletter for Special Events are actual, not tentative
1. Menu for June 3rd Inter Club Fly-in will be pizza
2. Menu for Sept 5th Charity Fun-fly will be handled by Flemings
3. Sheila will contact vendors soon to get them lined up.
• Ed O made a motion to advance $100.00 to Ed L for gas to cut grass – 2nd by Gary – motion passed.
• Ed O asked for budget suggestions for 2009
1. New flag pole
2. Improvements to parking area – was appropriated in 2008
3. New (used) picnic tables
Motion to close was made by Sheila-2nd by Gary. Meeting adjourned @ 7:40 PM.

St. Clair County Propbusters Financial Report Summary
February 11, 2009
Beginning balance:
Income:
Dues:

$3559.58
$25.00
$25.00

Total:
Expenditures:
Stamps/printing
$26.98
Lease
$500.00
Total: $526.98
Ending Balance:
$1147.58
Equipment Fund:
$1910.02
Grand Total: $3057.60
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New Years Fly
By Ed Olszewski
You can tell the avid R/C’ers: They are the
guys, bright eyed and bushy tailed, January first
at 9:00 AM eating breakfast with a bunch of
friends while the rest of the world is still sleeping
off New Years Eve. Further they are happy because after breakfast
they are going to go to a
large open field and face
the cold to fly R/C airplanes, with only a cup
of hot chocolate and
cookies to maintain body
heat. The remarkable
part; it makes them
happy.
Several Propbusters
along with Eagles members did just that, as they
have done for several years, met at the Marysville Big Boy for a New years Breakfast. It was
cold outside, but warm inside, food and good
friends is a good combination. Conversation
ranged from the weather, to the big game, to
new Christmas tools, to new airplanes.
After breakfast it was time to hit the field– figuratively speaking. Mother nature had provided
plenty of snow to fly from, and for a few moments early on, a relatively limp wind sock. The
important things were handled first: the gas
stove was fired up for the hot
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chocolate and Christmas
cookies were out.
Ed London was the first
in the air with his Sportster. The first flight looked
great, although a little hard
to see with the grey January sky. Ed Olszewski got his small electric ugly
stick in the air. The increasing gusty wind proved
a bit on the heavy side for the small plane, and
landed a little heavy,
damaging only a ski and
the ability for a second
flight. Carl Jones (our
new president) pulled
out an electric helicopter
to give the field a christening for the new year.
A few laps around were all it took to make sure.
Did I mention it was cold– real cold?
Ed London tried to get one more flight in as
the wind started gusting. Unfortunately the wind
was somewhat less than cooperative and the
Sportster suffered a bit more than a little cosmetic damage. Ed said “It will live to fly another
day”.
With the wind kicking up, it seemed like a real
fine time to end the day and enjoy some hot
chocolate and Christmas treats. In short order
the cold won and most of the pilots and spectators headed out, leaving only some footprints
and ski tracks in the snow. A fine day, looking
forward to another year of flying.
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Stuff…
By Jack DeLisle

First a follow up on the Parkzone T-28.
I have many flights on the plane and can give
you a rundown of the “problems” I have had.
After maybe five flights the left main landing
gear fell off while landing. The fix was to remove
what little silicon glue the person used to install the
gear, sand the plastic mounting plate ( which wasn’t done earlier ) and re-install the gear using five
minute epoxy. The right main has remained on so
I’m thinking that one was glued on right.
The front gear of the tri-cycle layout is “flexible”
and a sharp turn will cause the T-28 to nose over.
The cure for that? Don’t turn sharply.
Probably the biggest change I did was to replace the “bullet” connectors on the battery and
controller to Deans Ultra® plugs because my
charger and other equipment all use the Deans Ultra® and I like them. If you have thought about using that plug and thought they were to hard to plug
in or out then put a film of Vaseline on the prongs.
That not only makes them easy to use but protects
the prongs too. But they don’t need it because they
are gold plated, heh !!!!
What else? Oh ya. I moved the clevis in a couple of holes from the factory installation to get
more rudder throw.
Should all of our problems be so big !!!
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Not to say that all of my problems are easy
fixes. The servo shown above is a Hi-Tec and I’m
going to write them a letter. I set up Whimpy II ,
turned everything on and did the routine. Move a
stick and the surface moves in the right direction.
Only this time the aileron servo moves fine in one
direction but acts like it’s on a ratchet gear in the
other? This is not good so I didn’t even try flying
the Whimpy. When I get home I plug in one of my
spare servos and that works great with no hesitation in any direction so that was installed in place
of the Hi-Tec.
I’ve had that Whimpy II for over 25 years and
have repaired the fuse probably 3 times because
of BAD landings ( unplanned, heh ) and recovered the fuse three times now and the wing finally got a new coat of Mono Coat® because
the old stuff was brittle from age and had more
clear packing tape then Mono Coat and the plane
looks fine and I can see it at a good distance, I’m
on the third or forth transmitter and receiver in
that time but always using the same servos because why change something that’s working
good, right.
So what am I going to say in that imaginary
letter to Hi-Tec?
Dear Sir or to whoever it may concern,
Just to let you know. Your servos have past
the test of time and I would recommend them to
all of my friends with no reservations. Like Tony
the Tiger says “ Theeeere Greaaaaaat”>
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St.Clair County Propbusters R/C Flying Club
2008 Annual Report-Goodells County Park
Submitted by Ed Olszewsky
Daily Activities at the Park:
R/C model aviation, as most outdoor activities revolve mostly around good weather. Inclement weather
dampened some of our activities this year, but not our
spirit. On weekdays our field attracted about a dozen
hobbyist throughout the day, and several dozen daily
on weekends. Often our flying activity will attract
spectators from other events in the park, who find
their way over to watch the aircraft. We enjoy showing
off our stuff. Flying activities also continue with skis
from the snow through the winter months, although
somewhat curtailed in numbers.
Special Events:
January 1: Annual New Years Day flying event.
Mother nature threw a curve ball in the form of a major snow storm. Only the snow flew.
May 30 : Annual R/C flight demonstration for students
from Eddy Elementary School in St Clair, held in cooperation with River District R/C Eagles. Inclement
weather washed out the event disappointing hundreds
of students.
June 14: Propbusters annual Invitational flying event
spotlighting remote control hobbies. Approximately
300 participants and spectators throughout the day.
Light winds, sunny skies and warm weather lead to
the great turnout.
July 5 : Propbusters host Bi-Plane rally exhibition
drawing R/C pilots from the area and spectators.
About 75 participants and spectators. We could not
have asked for a nicer day.
July 26th : R/C airplane Flying demonstration for the
4-H fair. About 100 participants and spectators. Morning rain threats and afternoon breezy winds did not
keep pilots on the ground.
September 6: Propbusters hold flying event and
raise $133.00 in cash donations for the Earth Keepers
Goodells County Park. Unfortunately windy weather
made for a poor turnout.
September 7: Regional R/C Helicopter held at Propbusters Field, hosted by Michigan Whirlybirds. Several hundred participants and spectators despite the
annual threat of bad weather.
Dec 7th: Propbusters host annual “Swap Shop” in
Goodells County Park Hall. Propbusters major fundraiser, drew about 300 participants buying and selling
R/C goods, while enjoying a pancake breakfast. Even
though a snowstorm the night before seemed to keep
many people home, it was our best turnout ever.

The Broken Prop

Area Improvements:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rebuilt Ford 8N Tractor clutch, replaced electrical
system, replaced rear rim and tires.
Rebuilt remainder of used reel type gang mower
to improve lawn maintenance.
Rebuilt Woods mower transmission.
Repaired and added safety enclosures.
Added additional safety fence.
Added on site first aid kit.
Rebuilt damaged shade canopy.

Theft, Loss, and Damage
• Shade canopy blown away by wind.
• Theft of rear finish mower.
• Attempted break in / vandalism to shed.

Financial Statement
Starting balance 2008:
Income:
Dues:
Redline 1/2 of lease:
Donations:
Concessions:
Hats:
Total income
Expenditures:
Newsletter and Website:
Equip. repair and Fuel:
Shed and field improvement:
Lease and hall Rental:
Insurance:
Food and prizes:
Total expenditures
Equipment Fund
General fund
Final balance 2008:

$3763.18
1575.00
250.00
200.00
2497.00
39.00
$4561.00
142.19
3565.47
282.98
650.00
163.33
423.49
$5227.46
2186.70
910.02
$3096.72

2009 Proposed Improvements:
•
•
•
•

Improve our parking area and drive with added
stone to base.
Improve shade canopy.
New (real) flag pole
Finish fencing between BMX track and field.

Spotlight!
•

•

The Times Herald featured The SCC Propbusters
club-and the park in an article about R/C modeling.
SCC Propbusters participated in SC4 free College
day, demonstrating R/C flying in the Gymnasium.
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Classifieds

SeaKing NEW, Never flown. Ready to fly with your radio
and motor. Blue & White, Fiberglas fuse, balsa/foam wings.
$175.00
Call: Bob Troy 810-364-8428

Futaba 7C Computer radio with charger and Futaba 7
Classified ads are free
channel receiver. Channel 42. $100.00
Please e-mail to:
Hangar 9 Mini-Funtana assembled with four Hitec HS-55
ddonner@sccpropbusters.com, call 810-614-6890, or mail servos. $80.00
to:
P.O. Box 749
E-mail: Dave at DDN@cpec.com
Almont MI, 48003
Zenoah G38 NEW with Bennett rear exhaust $250.00
Quicky 500 – OS25FX, servos, receiver. Built for speed.
Cmpagnucci 1/8 scale gas 2 stroke 4 wheel drive car,
Ready to fly $200.00 O.B.O.
complete system, radio, charger, bag-like new $250.00
Zagi – 400 Speed motor, (4) servos, receiver, $200.00
Call
Various transmitters
O.B.O.
each $5.00
Futaba, HiTec, JR Wall chargers
Piper Cub-Gold Edition Goldberg – (6) servos, receiver,
TD3D Electric mini-built up ARFbattery, OS 70 4 stroke, floats, bomb drop, $300.00 O.B.O. With Electronics and Brushless motor
Call
Pop Fly – GWS motor/gear box, speed control, servos, rePylon Props D1 and D2 APC
ceiver, $200.00 O.B.O.
Various wood props, various wheels
Call
Hanger 9 Trainer – Receiver, servos, .46 engine, battery
$50.00
TME simple smoke system w/regulator
$150.00 O.B.O.
Hobbystar 60 mk2-complete RTF or airframe Call
Futaba Super 7 radio, (5) S148 servos, Hi-tec receiver
$135.00
XRB Hirobo Lama Heli. Boxes of extra parts
$150.00 O.B.O. Willing to separate.
Call: Ray Dart 810-326-0929
OS 32SX carb $36.00 O.B.O.
Misc small parts (fuel tanks, wheels, and more).
For your Pre-Mix 2-Cycle Oils and all AMSOIL Products
Archie Kammer, your Independent AMSOIL Dealer.
Call: David Burton 586-933-6741
Call: 810-329-3276
Zlin 46 size with almost new ASP 91 glow, has 14 flights on Cell: 810-300-2214
E-mail: kammercfva@earthlink.net
it, $240.00
Stinger 10 ready for motor and radio $25.00
Wise Do-It Best Hardware and Hobbies
Uproar 60 ready for motor and radio, covered in fab1309 Clinton Ave.
ric, $80.00,
St. Clair, MI 48079
Call: Gary 810-841-2342
810-329-3141
Not just your fathers hardware store any more. We now
Kadet Senior 3channel w/ OS 4 stroke. Ran once.
have an R/C hobby section, with some great deals!
Call: Mark Stein 810-357-1636
Dave Patrick Ultimate 40 ready to fly with an O.S.50 SX,
Tower TS35 servos, receiver,1100ma. 6v. battery, MPI volt
meter. The plane is in good condition but has not flown in 2
years.
$350.00 o.b.o
Great planes extra 300 40 with Super Tiger G51 ringed
engine, Futaba S3003 throttle, Futaba S3004 elevator, MPI
On/Off charge switch with voltage indicator built in. This
plane has many flights and a couple hard landings but still
looks and flies good.
$100.00 o.b.o.
Call: Matt 586-771-7729 (home) or 586-596-8837 (cell) or
e-mail: panicman98@hotmail.com
Aspire 2 meter electric powered glider, with radio, motor,
servos, battery ready to fly
$150.00
$35.00 and up
Transmitter and Receiver sets,
Delta 10” Bandsaw. Older cast iron table and frame model.
They don’t make them like this anymore. Add your own motor and stand.
$50.00
Call: Ed Olszewski 810-367-6367
Custom Snow Skis, for winter flying 40 and 60 size,
E-mail: Kirk Churchill at kirkdchurchill@aol.com
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Budget RC Manufacturer of high quality foam aircraft at a
price you can afford, check out our new BRC Hornet for
$37.99!
www.budgetrc.com
Pastime Hobbies R/C aircraft/car/boat equipment and supplies, Hobby supplies of all types.
Phone: (810) 982-2874, Toll Free: 1-888-475-0640
Open: Mon-Wed 10 to 6 / Thurs Fri 10 to 8 / Sat 10 to 5:30
2700 Pine Grove #16 Grove mall Port Huron MI
Experience the thrill of a ride in a 1940 WACO Bi-Plane!
One or two passengers, sunset flights available
1/2 or 1 hour flights, fall color tours, Ideal gift for anyone!
Call Don (586) 727-3920 or Carl (586) 255-6585 for details
Propbusters Club Attire
Club Caps are available for purchase from the
club at $13.00 each. Each is custom embroidered for our club, and have a green brim.
Contact: Sheila 810-367-6367
Club Embroidery is available for coats and other attire By
Heather Jones, Contact Carl Jones for more information.
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What’s Happening
Announcements & Events in 2009
Propbusters Special Events
June 13
July 11
August 1
September 5
December 6

Inter-Club Fly In
Bi-Plane Rally
4-H Fair R/C Demo and Picnic
R/C For Charity Fly In
Propbusters Swap and Breakfast
February Events

7th
8th
11th
15th
25th

Club Breakfast
Chesaning Swap
Monthly Club Meeting
PMAC Ice Fly
Skymaster’s Swap

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
7:00 PM
12-4 PM
7:00 PM

Cavis Pioneer Restaurant – Lapeer Rd., Wadams
Saginaw County Fairgrounds, Chesaning
Community Center Building, Goodells County Park
Larson Middle School 2222 E. Long Lk Rd. Troy
March Events

1st
7th
8th
11th

Flying Aces Swap
Club Breakfast
Midland Swap
Monthly Club Meeting

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
7:00 PM

Lake Fenton High School, 4070 Lahring Rd, Linden
Cavis Pioneer Restaurant – Lapeer Rd., Wadams
Community Center Building, Goodells County Park
April Events

3rd-5th

4th
8th

Toledo Swap
Club Breakfast
Monthly Club Meeting

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
7:00 PM

Weak signals R/C Club, Toledo OH
Cavis Pioneer Restaurant – Lapeer Rd., Wadams
Community Center Building, Goodells County Park
May Events

2nd
3rd
13th

Club Breakfast
RCCD Electric Fly-In
Monthly Club Meeting
16th- Great Lakes Combat
17th Championship
23rd SMAC Swap
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9:00 AM
9:30 AM
7:00 PM
8:30 AM4:00 PM
10:00 AM

Cavis Pioneer Restaurant – Lapeer Rd., Wadams
Wetzel State Park www.rccd.org
Community Center Building, Goodells County Park
Wetzel State Park www.rccd.org
Arnold Field—Croswell
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